BELIEVE – THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
1.  The Object of Belief
Scripture:
John 1:1-18
Theme:
Your faith is worth no more than the object in which you place it.
INTRODUCTION

Good communication built on truth and trust is the key element in establishing and maintaining wholesome relationships between people.  Human speech has the capacity to unveil thoughts, feelings, desires and expectations, as well as reveal the person behind the words.  Two people can look at each other, observe their creativity and productivity, form opinions about the other based on these observations, but they do not really know each other until they communicate – revealing who they are with the words they have chosen.
With the first verses of the Gospel of John, we discover John’s intent in writing this Gospel about Jesus.  He wants his readers to know that this Man, born in the normal way to a young woman named Mary, was God expressing Himself in human flesh.

Throughout Jewish history, God had made Himself known.  By establishing a covenant with Abraham, He showed Himself to be a caring God of love.  In His rescue of an enslaved people, He is revealed as a God of redemption and power.  Issuing His laws and codes of morality, He was seen as a holy God.  From the establishment of a tabernacle, sacrifices and priesthood He came to be known as a God of grace and forgiveness.  In spite of His mighty acts of love, redemption, grace and judgment, His people continued to redefine Him and molded Him into their own framework.

In the coming of Jesus Christ, John tells us, God decided to communicate in a way that would express Him as He is through flesh and blood relationships and with human dialogue.  In this amazing chapter, known as the prologue to this Gospel, John unveils the true identity of Jesus.  In a fitting way, he introduces Him as “The Word.”  The theme of Jesus, the living Word, unveiling God, dominates the Gospel of John, full of “grace and truth.”

I.  Who Is He?
John 1:1-5
1. At what point in time does this Gospel story begin?  Jn 1:1; Gen. 1:1
· What fact is John establishing in these two verses?  Jn. 1:1-2; 17:5
· How do other New Testament authors address this concept?  Phil 2:6-8; Col 1:15-17;      
Heb. 1:1-2

· How do Jn.1:1-2 show that Jesus is a distinct person as well as God Himself?

2. What does the phrase “in Him was life” (Jn. 1:4) mean in this context?

3. In his Gospel, John unveils Jesus – not only as the Word and life – but also as light shining in the darkness.  To what is John referring?  Jn. 1:4-5; Eph. 5:38, 14(see 3-5 for context;    I Jn. 1:5-7

4. From what you have studied, who then in Jesus?

II.  How Do People Respond?
John 1:6-13
John contrasts the reaction of people to Jesus:  a rejection by the majority or a reception by a few.

1. Who was given the task of testifying or bearing witness to the light?  Jn. 1:6-8
· What are some historical facts about John the Baptist?  Lu. 1:5-17
· How would you describe John’s style in delivering his message to the people?          Lu. 3:7-9

· What basic message from God was John delivering?  Lu. 3:10-14

2. What did John do and say that bore witness to Jesus?  Lu. 3:15-17
3. Along with John 1:9-10, read the accounts in Matthew 13:53-58 and Luke 4:28-30.  What kind of reactions did the Jewish people extend to Jesus?
· What response does God desire from people toward Jesus?  Jn. 1:12
· Explain the meanings of ‘believe’ and ‘receive.’  Why are both actions necessary for new life to occur?

4. What benefits are given those who believe and receive Jesus?  Jn. 1:12-13
III.  What Is He Like?
John 1:14-18
1. What two powerful truths about Jesus are stated in John 1:14?

· Combine John 1:2 and 1:14.  What conclusion must we come to?
· Explain the meaning of the term ‘dwell’ or ‘dwelling.’  How is Jesus like the Tabernacle of the Old Testament?

· What remarkable attributes describe Jesus in John 1:14b?
2.
How does John contrasts Jesus to John the Baptist and Moses?      Jn. 1:15-17

· The law given by Moses.  What did Jesus come to give?

3. By looking at and hearing Jesus what has He made known about God?  Jn. 1:17-18

APPLICATION
How have you responded to Jesus?
Have you been convicted, challenged or comforted?  Which one?  How?
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